                                    Other Tongues
One of the key principles of Biblical interpretation is that all significant biblical principles have their origin in the book of Genesis, the book of beginnings. The doctrine of other tongues or speaking in tongues has its root in Genesis 11:1-9: And the whole earth was of one language, and one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said to one another, go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime they had for mortar. And they said, go to, let us build a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And the Lord said, behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because there did the Lord confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 
Until this time, all the earth spoke one language. That included man, the animals, the trees, the rocks, and everything in creation. Everything in creation has a voice, for the main purpose of praising and worshipping God (see Ps 66:4 All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name), and everything has ears, for the main purpose of hearing God speak. Everything in creation responds to the voice of God: Jn 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. God created everything by his spoken word, and his spoken word was the Law of God, or spiritual law. It necessarily then is a higher order of law than natural law, because all natural laws were created by spiritual law. Man was created by spiritual law and not natural law, so as a part of the created order, he is subject to spiritual law. He was given dominion over all the created order (Gen 1:26). When man sinned, he took on himself the nature of sin, the curse of sin came on the earth, and all creation became subject to the law of sin and death and the dominion of the prince of this world, satan (See footnote A). Since man committed sin in the full light of all that it included (1 Tim 2:14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression) the curse touched everything in all of the created order (See footnote B). Moreover, it was exercised by the spoken word of authority that had been delegated to man from God, and all the earth was of one language and speech.  
The people in this story activated and were operating in the spiritual laws of agreement and unity, and there was an extraordinary power in it because they were all united in purpose, they were seeing the same thing, and they were saying the same thing as one another.  

It became necessary for God to intervene in this matter. The people had a sin nature and they were dominated by the law of sin and death. The outworking of the law of sin and death is death, so what God knew is that if the people were left alone to continue in the path they were going, the outworking of what they were doing would be death; not only for themselves, but of the entire created order, and along with it the purpose and plan of God for mankind and creation. Again, it became necessary for God to intervene. God chose to do that by confounding their language. 

We understand that man is a three part being; spirit, soul, and body. When man was originally created by God, all three parts were in unity with one another, and all three parts were subject to the law of the Spirit of Life. When man sinned, all three parts came under the dominion of the law of sin and death, and were subject to that law. Moreover, there was unity in both of those instances, one to life, one to death. When man sinned, God understood that his man and the order and habitation he created for his man were now united and moving towards the ultimate outcome of that law, which would be first spiritual death then destruction. By this time they were moving much more quickly in that direction because they were in unity. Now we know that spiritual death comes as a result of a refusal to accept God’s instructions and submit to the order he established for mankind and the created realm. Adam’s spiritual death came about as a result of his rejection of God’s instruction concerning the Tree of Life. God’s instructions and order include submission to the Law of God; when we accept salvation we become subject to God’s Law. The Law was only a schoolmaster to bring me to Christ, who is the fulfillment of the Law. The ultimate place God intended me to be was in Christ (see Gal 3:24 wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith), so that I was declared righteous and in right standing before God because I accepted the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on my behalf. In order to be saved, and join the family of God, it was necessary for me to accept these things and submit myself to the Law of God. 
In Genesis 11, we see the opposite of this taking place. The people were not submitted to the Law of God, they were in agreement and unity against what God had told them to do. They were in agreement and unity against the plans of God. Look again at Gen 11:8 And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Because of the operation of the sin nature in them, they wanted to do something other than what God wanted them to do. The people were in unity, and they all saw the same thing because they all talked the same language.That means more than our typical interpretation; it meant they were in unity with what they were saying. God’s remedy to repair the matter was to confound their language. 

The people were exercising the spiritual law of agreement and the spiritual law of unity, but against the instructions of God. Moreover, they were changing their circumstances by their speech and taking dominion by their words. God did not want to change or alter the spiritual laws of agreement and unity because his desire was that men would be in agreement and unity pursuing the plan and purpose God had for them. The process of imaging, or seeing pictures formed by the words you are saying, is fundamental and absolutely required if you are ever going to learn to call forth those things that be not as though they are, so God did not want to change that law either. The thing that caused the problem was the fact that they all spoke the same language, so if he could change something about that he could change what was going to happen. However, God needed to do it in such a way that it would preserve the ability for men to see the same things and say the same things as one another after they were redeemed. In other words, the solution would have to preserve man’s ability to ultimately use the spiritual laws of agreement, unity, and calling forth those things that be not as though they were  when men were redeemed. 

God, of course, had the plan of redemption in mind from before the foundation of the created order, so he knew that man would have to be redeemed, and be redeemed in his spirit but not his soul and body, and that God, in the person of the Holy Ghost, would ultimately reside in the spirit of man. Therefore, in the form of the Holy Spirit, he could speak out of the spirit of man, and the Holy Ghost and man could come together into agreement and unity regarding the things that would be spoken. Since the Holy Ghost does not have a voice in the earth, he has to use the voice of man. Man has to choose to speak and to pray in the Holy Ghost, so if man begins to pray in the Holy Ghost it is agreement with the Holy Ghost concerning the things that will be said and conclusions that will be reached. If he spoke out of the spirit of man, with man cooperating, in a language that only he could understand, then the Holy Spirit could act on man’s behalf to bring to pass the things that God had reserved for the man. 

When men got born again, the Holy Spirit came to reside on the inside of them. That was the promise of the Father in John 14:15-31 If ye love me keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father; and you in me and I in you. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father; and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which you hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me. These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.
Acts 1:4-8 And being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, it is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father has put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
The Holy Spirit is a person, so he has language and voice and that language and voice got on the inside of men when they chose to be born again. However, a spirit cannot speak into the earth unless he uses the voice of a man, so the ability of the Holy Spirit to speak into the earth, on behalf of either God, or yourself, or anyone else, is up to you. You have to agree with him so he can use your voice (See Footnote 3). That is the beauty of tongues. Tongues is the language of the Spirit, and when you speak in tongues you are allowing the Holy Ghost to speak. When you speak in your natural language (which the Bible calls your understanding), you are speaking (See Footnote 4). 

That was the picture of what was happening on the day of Pentecost. Since man now had the ability to be born again, God was reuniting the unity of speech that was present in Genesis 11, with one major difference. The Holy Ghost would now be the governor over speech coming out of a man, and it was subject to Jesus as the apostle and high priest over our profession. Now look at Acts 2:1-4: And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fine, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. The cloven (divided) tongues of fire (fire was the presence of God on the tongue) were sitting upon each of them. It was a picture that the Holy Spirit now could speak through them ( See footnotes 1 and 2).     

They had agreed to allow the Holy Spirit to come and use their tongues by virtue of their obedience to the instruction of Jesus to … not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me (in John 14:15-31) When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all together with one accord, in one place; in other words they were in unity waiting for the promise, so by their agreement they had allowed the Holy Ghost to speak through them. They also demonstrated their faith both in the promise and the one who made the promise (Jesus Christ) because the baptism of the Holy Ghost must be received by faith. Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
Man is incapable of doing anything for God without faith. John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. To receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit demonstrates faith in the promises (John 14:15-31) and in the one who made the promises, in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and in the power and authority of God in the form of the Holy Spirit to bring his word to pass, and finally in our submission to him, to his will, and the way he chose to exercise the promise he made in John 14. The promises of John 14:15-31 were just as much to us as they were to the eleven disciples present when they were made, and we have the right to make a demand upon our covenant with God for the fulfillment of those promises as well as all of the other exceeding great and precious promises that make us a partaker of the divine nature (2 Pe 1:4). 

The title of the next study we have is Tongues and The Baptism of  the Holy Spirit.  In that study we explore these concepts further, such as: What is the purpose of it? When do I use it and why? How does it fit with everything else I know about God? Do I really need it at all? 1 Cor 12:1 says: Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. If God does not want us ignorant on this topic then we should make it a point to get educated on it. One thing is abundantly clear as we study the details of this subject: Tongues and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was part of God’s plan for the redeemed man from before there was a created order. This is not something I want to be lazy or uninterested in or make some declaration over that is not supported fully by the Word of God. My passion to pursue this subject needs to reflect my passion to pursue the things of God. 

Footnotes:

Footnote A: satan is called a prince in certain places in scripture, and that is because he can never be king over what was delegated to man. Man was designated king over the created order by God, so the most satan can be is a prince with the delegated authority he got from man. He cannot have authority in his own right.  Note that he is king in the demonic realm with authority over demons and demonic forces (see Ezekiel 28), but never in the created order where God gave dominion to man. Note also Ps 82:1 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods. And 82:6 But I have said, ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most high. 
Footnote B: Romans 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creature (created order) waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope. Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
Footnote 1: Now what the believers saw was cloven tongues like as of fire. The word “cloven” means split or divided. They were not fire, they were like fire. It is a picture of God touching your tongue in the person of the Holy Ghost, and the split in the tongue means that the Holy Ghost can use your tongue just like you can, and he can speak through either language, your spiritual or your natural language. The picture of the tongue like as of fire is a picture of diety on your tongue. Fire represents God. Rev 4:5 describes the throne of God: And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. And Is 6:5-9 Then said I, woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar. And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, here am I; send me. And he said, go, and tell this people, hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed but perceive not. When you have the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the power, presence and anointing of God is on your tongue. You are given the right to speak the words of God with the authority of God to execute them in the earth on your behalf. Is 59:21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and forever.   
Footnote 2:. Acts 2:14-21 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken unto my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the Prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: and I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: and it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Peter is describing what is happening from a spiritual and prophetic standpoint as people were receiving the baptism of the Holy Ghost. It is not just noise or babbling: it is evidence that the Spirit of God is being poured out upon people as a sign that God is doing something through the people who have been baptized in the Holy Ghost.   
Footnote 3: Ro 8:26,27 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
Footnote 4: 1 Cor 2:6-16 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to naught: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world unto our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. Once again we see the revelation of mysteries, or the greater wisdom and knowledge of God, revealed to us by the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God reveals them to us as he wills. We do not tell God how we are going to get what he wants to give us. Tongues is something that seems contradictory to the natural mind. It is hard to reason out with our natural minds, but then God is looking for those who will worship (receive him) in spirit and truth. 
